
that's courageous

Amputation
opened an
extraordinary
new chapter
in Tara's life
Tars Fan a<virs, nine,
Main Beach. Qld

hat happened to
lus leg?' I asked Tart'
nil ini,]en11t as we
watched S tiutti 1)1L
uruu'hes. Bb; Leg

was nii.ssing helnw the knee.
`There was sallietluiig

wrung wzlli it,' Mum replied,
This is lwtt.er for him

We said hello and the moot
explaitlled how lie 'd been in
a itnttorhike tai eidctit. 'Vow
I have a use Leg but I don'l
weal' il. all 111W till Le. l ie .aid.

I doffed. 'I wear a 41'1420
on my left leg,' I said. At four,

didn't wrcier51W1ct why I had
the bros., 6111 when 111'+c5
older. m y parents explained.

You were hofl with
psl uLloartlirosL_, a false joint,'
lily dad 'lbi it' said, 'Yi ru ha-:e a
lit'itt hone- in yrttur lent leg and
your hrac: helps pnalr't't it.'

It didn't worry me. '] was
f. volt Lhis leg 1i&s a ise i i{x]
lltinlcs fill strung eel{xtirE1
In handle ii.,' 1 S]lnigged,

But gnllwtimes it was hard. I
had seven operations to try rn) fix
lily leg, and utu:e Ixi h legs were
in pliisler uigelher, II hint, but
T Iiretrnde t] I x-a{1 a tncnnaid,

Then I got a new ulna tt:r, Dr
Pa W [ inctts, 'W4e1LL wait fur your
k,g I ii Wt su'onger an L d then we'll
decide what to do,' he said.

Mum told toe that. might nwiui
a big Opera iota. `(ii the d0t2tor
might take off our leg and you'll
get a pretend 01te,' she said.

17ur1 f711sF ribfe to uxllA
pt'np eti.r7, I ilicin.ight Mfr t ref the
tine I was really harpy, but I
didn't like it when people stalled.

But the brace wa n't vouch of
a probteni. I rn111d dot what my
twin lade, and my sister C'a4sie.
six. did -I Lst not as {tuft kly-
I could even ride a bicyc']c and
614iRo wearuitig 7114' f1riaty brace,

line day Mum took us uj
Cassie's school Yciull be

L'lim -living here soon.'she load rue
land Jade. I was so excitefi,

On r1yv Lirsit day it was fun,
but I.tisit didn't last long..

`The kids don't want to
play with ore,' I fold Mini.

'It's I enniuse they Ikaven'i
,wen a biuce like
yours tk'fearni'
she wt]rl. She

likrh l the infer tk II had gone,
tae mer with Tlr Pniwus.

'I'd like you to camp my leg off.'
I slid, mien I vain gel. a pretend
leg a.nd be like eveIoiie eLSe.

Thnit's nine optiuTi. he told
my parc!nts, Dad looked a hit

alt{ t hut. I was
happy - no
more brace!

That i%wk
MuLrn explained
what would
isa)_tiaeti. ' 1odli
Ia'in Ruyal
Brisbane

]y

We met with Dr
Pincus. `I'd like
ou to Chop my
leg off,' I said

gate me .I
r'iidLtle' mvi I
knt's al ]a :LMI
Slue ditLttit tare
8buu1 TAY. hrmo.

When I was
seven. I goi an infection in my
IM 'II. hurt-,,'l told Mum.

The clocior gave inc niedictne
hilt my leg ollt' gut ant .

f was in 19tK ll lial Cur three
etiivs. I couldn't. wear rily hike
alter dial bevamse my leg statyed
swollen, sr] I tk'bil to IL-4- truLC-hM

f lii]drellti ticL,Tiilal kit five Let's,'
she said. Rat was fine her inc.

We had a 'goodbye ]eggie-
lilel' part v the day before the
nperalion. Miutil s friend Gels
made a rgult She ]:-Noted the
hcllicant of my fuel in different
colours and pressed it onto the

A

-

1- * ;,
t\,

2.2 5

t2
I.

quilt Then 1 wrote g{xxibye
messacs to nmy leg on it.

Oil Mardi 2. 200U, I had
my operzdioIL 'Ynull can asleep
with this gas,' a nurse said.

When I woke. I was tiTrd-
'Ylease can I have rtmv leggie-

lcxo quilt'?' 1 said Them I saw
all Ihe cards and pmsents my
class had Rent- It x-m do nit'e-

I coit].dn't stop luukit at my
leg- They {t nit it off jlLst below
the knee had. it. dufri't. hu.ri..

'At school, everyone will
want to look at it,' Minn said.

They changed nay inedieine
after three days and I NO a
lot of pain for ail lanai, 'Mist
w:L'1 the tktlly ulna' I fLietl-

Ea Wk home a week Later,
I used a wheelchair tuml
my %Lutup lwale{i Ilrclperl .

I had to go to the hospital
every few tta}:s to t nne the
dressing changed. I took

G T.trs Liifaf
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Jr.Iey Willi nle. [tie Soft lot-
uky friend Isla had giver nw.

I ti -amt to go fast in my
wheelchair. {pie and Jade
nuTd nee on their rrrIlrrhlades.

Thrcr' necks later 1 was back
at school. 'Cool wheelhair.'
said Lsla_ 't'an I pui4i y(nr?'

-Me too,' said Katy,
Lit'ryorie Ls'anted to Iurve a go

and my teacher, 1err f) inahue,
had to make a roster!

'L)ws it hart?' a~slced Katy.
'11's ticklish wht my fcxal

used [it he,' I laugllcd. Alum
told me u`s bpeause nW bruin
thaiks the leg is still there.
Is called ldluintornl pain'

'What dc)(-, the stump look
Like'?' asked Isis,

'II We,1 liniiihle ktt flail,
with lots of hILSt('rs. but now
its okay.' I told her.

APIer 14) weeks I got my new
leg Enrol. [t lain :t 41r41 nxl inwde
:uici fiiaun rnitsirlt':inrl I IiPd it

(From left) pad.
Maim, CC#i*
Jude and me especially- .'h[*n I got my nie dal.

( ) hi November 2(M I got
another i:retendi leg, which stars
on by suction. IL's great to he off
any nlihea, I can walk and eat
an ice- rcu n1 it the ! a111Y 17211e!

Now Fm having d,uit'r le eIns
and learning as rullelblade. I can
do SornersaiJls and! swinucLing
is really fun withndrt my brace.

I also run around the block
three timew a week with MuIIL,
Caassie and Jade And this year
I wars Lhe juitiur ambassador
for thi' l;rild Coast Maradioii.

I was so excited wheat Premier
Anna Bligh pit-seated me with
die. r crtifirsrr_ She said she
ttlot.i tit Of the an cold mnrntn R
when she didn't feel like running.
'If Thm r.in do it, I rare, She Said.

On July }. 2te), I did the
Junior Dash agpin and knocked
right minuet's off niy Brae. I

above- n>S' knee.
Mandy, ahe

phy io. gave rue
SIime endtches.
'it'll take a while

to get used It:; she sa:rL
7'i1 he pinning scion,' 1 told

1!Um, 'W ' don't you enter
The ti(ltl Coasi Marathon
Junior Dash?' she said-

'Yes?' I elied. flit on the
i lav of the nu e.. it rained.
'Arke. vciu s1ire Y011 sn1l
want to gO " ' asked Dad.

't3f ['lILIfl e`!' 1 d_

On Ju iy fi, ; 78, three
works after 1 gcrt rely new
leg. I ran the naaraihorr.
There were.` alnio:.st. 'itII
lids running the 'y 25km,

JadI' allot d. "'SAP run tco.
'Uuoi't uau, for pie.' I S:iiil.
'Beak as fasi. as you 'tin.'
And they did, t rtishirig
in 14 niinutes,uid 5L
ievuiiils. I it irik tonge'r as
I wa still ut1 couches.

1 finished the race
in 23 i nil lanes and 'li3
wrondis, coming 4kikith.

`Will done.!' recd Mum
and Dad. I felt proud, ' Near the finish lima

www.thatslife.tom.au

carne 4,:31sl. out of 604. It took
rnr just ] 4 minutes 56 Secolitis -
faster than zriy, hers 1554 year'.

Now I want to help other kids
like me. I set up a site, Go Gold
Coast Kids {tni tt:,drxertfrYirrr)
to help children at the Gold
Coast Hnerpital and I've also
been selling red xrtsthands
[loll. say, ij I can. WU can,

1M y new leg tuts tirade such a
{tllfprenm. Ncnv 1 c= join in with
all the other kids and even wear
matching slates. At art people
don't stare at nb ariyrlnnre.

IL's funny that ha4ing my
leg chopped off means I now
have two goal legs.
As fold it, liei,ri Chyrssides
Tom td'i.U be itsihIq rite
p g P n e v t f o r liras a .rtry
ttrir'cints filerfu-tdd tisiog.
Fan nail read liiti'ctS bfd7,q at
tvde.w.laravugria.hffagsp(jf,r:orrr

!c $ n whwO tho. b' r
I

Ga. ilte.a.ljoi.
Ar+hJ& p- aril

8, Treabnrk:I IndudCC
9,H6 ng rend

#. Imo, or arriptai rt

Tell us your story

6OO
Have you beaten the odds

to achieve your goal's

Ir.a tour owqm : ffiF* ca
firrNON* - WMazo.a74
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